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Mission of Travel Advisory Group 
The System Wide Travel Services initiative was selected by the Strategic Collaborative 
Sourcing Committee as a project due to the potential for savings in travel expenditures, 
the potential for increased services to students and to mitigate the risks associated with 
international and domestic academic travel programs.   The primary goal of the group is 
to gather information regarding current short and long term international travel programs 
as well as information on institutional domestic and international travel expenditures and 
based on the information gathered provide procedural recommendations to help 
campuses to reduce the costs and risks associated with travel.  A secondary goal of the 
group is to pilot a travel website to promote international academic travel opportunities 
to students, to provide faculty with resources for program creation, and to potentially 
reduce travel expenditures. 
 

Current Work 
TAG has 6 sub-committees:   

Survey: charged with gathering data from all campuses on current travel programs and 
travel expenditures; this data will be used by subcommittee’s when preparing 
recommendations. 
 
Finance: compilation and analysis of financial data gathered by Survey team. 
 
Risk Management: research:  types of insurance needed for international (and 
domestic) travel, types of travel insurance currently used by campuses, insurance 
packages and costs, potential for cost savings through collaboration. 
 
Forms/Procedures/Waivers: review of forms and procedures used currently by 
campuses; recommendation of “best practices” forms and procedures after review by 
General Counsel. 
 
Pilot: research and choose a vendor to provide a travel portal website to be available 
for use by faculty and students for all academic travel. 
 
Labor Relations/ Personnel:  what are the employee bargaining agreement concerns/ 
issues as related to current travel programs and future TAG procedural 
recommendations? 
 
Topics that do not fit neatly into the sub committees are handled by the entire group. 
 
Members of Travel Advisory Group 
Mark Rice, Co-Chair, Minnesota State University Moorhead 
ricem@mnstate.edu 
 
Jill Holsen,  Co-Chair, Minnesota State University Moorhead 
holsenj@mnstate.edu 
 
Deb Benz, Winona State University 
dbenz@winona.edu 
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Pate Brace, Southwest Minnesota State University 
pbrace@southwestmsu.edu 
 
Kari Christiansen, Central Lakes College 
kchristi@clcmn.edu 
 
Dan Feder, Consultant, OOC 
dan.feder@so.mnscu.edu 
dan@kinderco.net 
 
Steve Gednalske, Financial Planning, Tax, OOC 
steve.gednalske@so.mnscu.edu 
 
Keswic Joiner, Risk Management, OOC 
keswic.Joiner@so.mnscu.edu 
 
Jeff Kuiper, Southwest Minnesota State University 
kuiperjb@southwestmsu.edu 
 
Caryn Lindsay, Minnesota State University, Mankato 
caryn.lindsay@mnsu.edu 
 
Ann Page, Financial Planning, Tax, OOC 
ann.page@so.mnscu.edu 
 
Diane Pearson, Minneapolis Community and Technical College (Also representing the 
Education for Global Learning Consortium of 14 MnSCU institutions) 
diane.pearson@minneapolis.edu 
dlp1556@aol.com 
 
Linda Raine, Saint Cloud State University 
laraine@stcloudstate.edu 
 
LaMae Ritchie, Bemidji State University 
lritchie@bemidjistate.edu 
 
Sandy Schmitt, Winona State University 
SSchmitt@winona.edu 
 
Marilyn Smith, Anoka Ramsey Community College 
marilyn.smith@anokaramsey.edu 
 
Helen Wenner, Minnesota State University, Mankato 
helen.wenner@mnsu.edu 
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